The photometric parameters R e and µ e of 74 early-type (E+S0+S0a) galaxies within 2 degrees projected radius from the Coma cluster centre are derived for the first time in the near IR H band (1.65 µm). These are used, coupled with measurements of the central velocity dispersion σ found in the literature, to determine the H band Fundamental Plane (FP) relation of this cluster: log R e ∝ A log σ + b µ e . The same procedure is applied to previously available photometric data in the B, V, r, I, and K bands, to perform a multi-wavelength study of the FP relation. Because systematic uncertainties in the value of the FP parameters are introduced both by the choice of the fitting algorithm used to derive the FP template, and by the presence of statistical biases connected with the sample selection procedure, we emphasize the importance of deriving the FP parameters in the six different photometric bands using an identical fitting algorithm, and appropriate corrections to eliminate the effects of sample incompleteness. Once these corrections are applied, we find that the FP b coefficient is stable with wavelength (∼ 0.35 ± 0.02), while the A coefficient increases significantly with increasing wavelength: from ∼1.35 to ∼ 1.70 (±0.1) from the optical to the IR, in agreement with an earlier result presented by Pahre & Djorgovski (1997) . Therefore the slope of the FP relation, although changing with wavelength, never approaches the virial theorem expectation (A=2.0) when the central velocity dispersion only is used to build the FP. We also find that the magnitude of the slope change can be entirely explained by the presence of the well known relation between color and magnitude among early-type galaxies. We conclude that the tilt of the Fundamental Plane is significant, and must be due to some form of broken homology among early-type galaxies, while its wavelength dependence derives from whatever mechanism (currently the preferred one is the existence of a mass-metal content sequence) produces the color-magnitude relation in those galaxies.
straint on the evolutionary history of those systems. At the same time, this tightness makes the FP a powerful tool for deriving redshift independent distance estimates, that can be obtained with uncertainties of about 15-20 per cent for a single galaxy.
If elliptical galaxies had perfectly homologous structural and kinematic properties (their kinematic and density profiles were identical), then the Virial theorem would predict the FP to have the form re ∼ σ 2 * Σ −1 e (M/L) −1 , where M/L is the galaxy mass to light ratio. Under the assumption of a constant M/L, the observed FP should then be log re ∼ 2 log σ + 0.4 µe. In practice, however, the log σ and µe coefficients have been determined to lie in the range 1.2-1.6, and 0.30-0.35, respectively. The difference between the expectation and the observed parameters of the FP is generally named 'tilt' of the FP. This tilt is usually viewed as the product of systematic variations of M/L along the FP, that can be parameterized as M/L ∼ L β . The parameter β is connected to the log σ coefficient A by the relation β = (2-A)/(2+A) (Pahre et al. 1995) . Among the possible explanations that have been considered for the tilt, there are variations in the stellar population along the FP, due to possible variations in age, metallicity, or initial mass function (Djorgovski & Santiago 1993 , Renzini & Ciotti 1993 , Pahre et al. 1995 , Pahre & Djorgovski 1997 , changes in the dark matter content (Renzini & Ciotti 1993) , and deviations from homology, both in the kinematical structure (Capelato et al. 1995) and in the matter (and light) distribution (Hjorth & Madsen 1995 , Ciotti et al. 1996 , Graham & Colless 1997a . Observationally, the possibility of distinguishing between changes in the stellar population and broken homology is linked to the wavelength dependence of the tilt produced by the stellar population effects, compared with a tilt that should be strictly independent of wavelength if produced by broken homology.
Claims of a detection of systematic changes of the tilt with wavelength have been presented, but the situation is still uncertain. A quick and certainly incomplete survey of the FP parameters derived by different authors during this last decade is presented in Table 1 , and illustrates well this uncertainty. The main source of confusion about the possible wavelength dependence of the FP tilt is in the way comparisons between several wavelengths have been performed, that is simply comparing fits obtained by various groups, that had used different samples, and different fitting algorithms to derive the FP parameters. Both these differences can significantly affect the comparison, artificially producing different FP relations in various photometric bands.
First, systematic uncertainties introduced by the choice of a given fitting algorithm in the derivation of the FP are most likely the dominant source of uncertainty in the value of the FP parameters. Different algorithms applied to the same sample can produce values of the log σ coefficient, and therefore of the tilt, that differ from each other by up to 25 per cent (the value of the µe coefficient is a lot more stable, see section 5). Therefore, since there is no well established fitting technique for FP data-sets, it is most dangerous to compare results from different works. Second, sample selection biases have been generally ignored in the derivation of FP templates. The most important bias for FP works, that are generally based on samples of galaxies taken from rich clusters of galaxies, is the so-called cluster population incompleteness bias (Teerikorpi 1987 (Teerikorpi , 1990 Sandage 1994a,b) . Because of the systematic lack of faint galaxies in observed samples, a biased FP relation is obtained by simply fitting a plane to such samples. This bias manifests itself as a flatter slope and a reduced scatter in the observed FP, with respect to the true, unbiased one. The amount of bias introduced in the observed FP depends on the completeness of the sample, and therefore various FP relations, obtained from different samples, can suffer from varying biases, and therefore appear to have different tilt.
Although without addressing these possible problems, Pahre & Djorgovski (1997) were the first to derive firm evidence of a wavelength dependence of the FP parameters. Comparing the FP relation they obtained using K band photometric parameters with the one obtained by Lucey et al. (1991) using V band data, they concluded that the K band FP relation differs both from the optical one, and from the virial expectation. Their result was reproduced by Mobasher et al. (1997) , also using K band photometric data.
With the aim of better determining the wavelength dependence of the tilt of the FP, we present here a multi-band FP study, based on galaxies belonging to the Coma cluster. The choice of this cluster is guided by two main reasons: 1) the FP relation in this cluster is known to have a small scatter (see e.g. Jorgensen et al. 1996 : Scodeggio et al. 1997a ; 2) a large body of photometric and spectroscopic data is available for this cluster. We supplement the existing photometric data with a newly obtained set of NIR H band (1.65 µm) observations, obtained as part of a large near-IR imaging survey of all early type (E+S0+S0a) galaxies in the Coma Supercluster. Including these new data, we have now available photometric measurements for at least 30 galaxies (that also have spectroscopic measurements available) in 6 different bands: B, V, r, I, H, and K. The FP parameters in these bands are determined using a unique fitting algorithm, therefore eliminating the most important source of uncertainty in the differential comparisons between bands, and the results are corrected for the effects of sample incompleteness using a set of Monte Carlo simulations, a technique pioneered by Giovanelli et al. (1997) for Tully-Fisher work, and applied to the FP by Scodeggio et al. (1997a) . The remaining of this paper is organized as follows: in section 2 we discuss the sample of galaxies used in this work; in section 3 we present the new H band observations of 74 early-type galaxies in Coma, in section 4 the total data-set used in this work, and in section 5 the derivation of the FP relation in the 6 different photometric bands; the concluding discussion is presented in section 6.
THE SAMPLE
The galaxies analysed in this work are selected from the CGCG catalogue (Zwicky et al. 1961-68) (mp < ∼ 15.7), within a 2.0 degrees radius from the X ray centre of the Coma cluster (α = 12 h 57 m 30 s , δ = 28
• 15 ′ 00 ′′ ). There are 139 such objects with morphological classification E, S0, S0a. Among these we reject those objects whose membership to the cluster is uncertain due to either too large a velocity discrepancy for their angular separation (see Gavazzi et al. 1995) or because they belong to the NE filament departing from the Coma cluster (Gavazzi 1987) , whose distance could differ from that of Coma. Among the remaining objects we chose all those with available measurements of the central velocity dispersion , Dressler 1987 , Faber et al. 1989 , Lucey et al. 1991b , Scodeggio et al. 1997a , for a total of 79 objects. For those objects we searched in the literature for measurements of the photometric parameters used in FP studies. We have found data for 42 galaxies in the B band Faber et al. 1989; Saglia et al. 1993a; Prugniel & Simien, 1996) , 42 in V (Lucey et al. 1991b) , 55 in r (Jorgensen et al. 1995) , 79 in I (Scodeggio et al. 1997a (Scodeggio et al. , 1998a , 29 in K (Mobasher et al. 1997) . To those we add here measurements for 74 galaxies in the H band. All galaxies are assumed to be at a distance of 96 Mpc (µo=34.91), derived from a mean cluster heliocentric recessional velocity of 6917 km s −1 , corrected to 7185 km s −1 to account for the motion with respect to the Cosmic Microwave Background (Kogut et al. 1993) , and assuming Ho = 75 km s −1 Mpc −1 .
H BAND OBSERVATIONS AND DATA REDUCTION
The H band observations of 74 galaxies presented in this work are part of an extensive survey of all early type galaxies with mp < 15.7 in the Coma Supercluster region 11 h 30 m < α < 13 h 30 m ; 18 • < δ < 32
• . The entire survey will be described elsewhere (Gavazzi et al. in preparation) . The observations were carried out with the TIRGO 1.5 m telescope at Gornergrat equipped with the NICMOS3 camera "ARNICA" (Lisi et al. 1993 (Lisi et al. , 1995 in 22 nights from March 13 to April 13, 1997. The optical setting of the camera provides a field of view of 4.3 arcmin 2 with 0.96 arcsec pixels. The average seeing was 2.3 arcsec. The observing technique was similar to that used in previous observations of latetype galaxies, as described in Gavazzi et al. (1996) . Here we briefly summarize some of the observing parameters relevant to this work. All galaxies with apparent B diameter > 1.0 arcmin were observed with pointing sequences which consist of eight frames centered on the source, alternated with eight sky frames, positioned along a circular path around the source and offset by 4 arcmin. The on-source positions were dithered by 10 arcsec to improve the flat-fielding, and to facilitate the bad pixel removal. The total integration time was 6.4 min, both for the target galaxy and for the sky frames. Galaxies with apparent B diameter < 1.0 arcmin were observed with sequences of 9 pointings along a circular path, displaced from one-another by 1 arcmin, such that the target galaxy was always in the field. The total integration time was 7.2 min. To check the consistency of the photometric calibration, 26 galaxies were observed twice or more times during different nights. For those objects we report here the measurements obtained on the combined frames. The data were calibrated with standard stars in the Elias et al. (1982) catalogue, with a typical photometric uncertainty of 0.05 mag.
The basic image reduction was performed using standard routines in the IRAF ‡ -STSDAS § -PROS environment. The bias-subtracted, flat-fielded, combined, and calibrated images were analysed using the package GAPLHOT (developed for IRAF-STSDAS mainly by W. Freudling, J. Salzer, and M. Haynes, and adapted by one of us (M.S.) to perform the light decomposition of early-type galaxies). For each frame the sky background was determined as the mean number of counts measured in regions of "empty" sky, and it was subtracted from the frame. Sky-subtracted frames were inspected individually and the light of unwanted superposed or nearby stars and galaxies was masked. The 2-dimensional light distribution of each galaxy was fitted with elliptical isophotes, using a modified version of the STSDAS isophote package. The fit maintains as free parameters the ellipse centre, ellipticity and position angle, and the ellipse semi-major axis is incremented by a fixed fraction of its value at each step of the fitting procedure. Using the fitted parameters a model of the galaxy light distribution is obtained, which is used to compute integrated magnitudes as a function of semi-major axis. As an example, we show in Fig.1 the calibrated frame of NGC 4889 prior and after subtraction of the model fitting.
The effective radius re and effective surface brightness µe (the mean surface brightness within re) of each galaxy were obtained by fitting its radial surface brightness profile with a de Vaucouleurs r 1/4 law (de Vaucouleurs 1948). The fit was performed from a radius equal to twice the seeing radius, out to the outermost isophotes for E galaxies; for S0 and S0a galaxies only the central core was fitted. The median uncertainty on the determination of log re and µe is 0.05 and 0.16 mag., respectively. Total magnitudes were obtained by extrapolating the r 1/4 fit to infinity (E galaxies), or by extrapolating to infinity the exponential profile that fitted the outer parts of the galaxy light profile (S0 and S0a galaxies), and adding the flux corresponding to the extrapolated part of the profile to the one measured within the outermost fitted galaxy isophote. The median uncertainty in the determination of the total magnitude is 0.15 mag.
The derived parameters are listed in Table 2 as follows: Column 1: CGCG designation (CGCG field and ordinal number within that field). Columns 2-4: effective radius, observed and corrected for seeing according to the prescriptions of Saglia et al. (1993b) , with uncertainty (in arcsec). Columns 5-6: logarithm of the effective metric (corrected) radius in kpc, with error. Columns 7-9: effective surface brightness, observed and corrected, with uncertainty (in magnitudes per square arcsec). The correction includes the cosmological expansion (1+z) 4 and K-correction (taken to be proportional to 1+z) terms, and the seeing correction, according to Saglia et al. (1993b) . No galactic absorption correction was applied since AH = 0.085 AB (Pahre et al. 1996) in the direction of Coma. Column 10: seeing (arcsec).
DERIVED PARAMETERS.
Table 3 lists the FP related parameters not already included in Table 2 for the 79 galaxies considered in this work. The table is arranged with two lines for each galaxies. On the first line the measured spectroscopic and photometric parameters are given, while on the second line there are the relative measurement uncertainties. The columns are as follows: Columns 1-2: CGCG designation (CGCG field and ordinal number within that field), and NGC/IC number. Column 3: morphological type, with reference. Column 4: Recessional velocity corrected for the bulk motion with respect to the Cosmic Microwave Background. Columns 5-6 : logarithm of the central velocity dispersion with associated uncertainty and reference. The velocity dispersion measurements were taken from the following sources: a) Scodeggio et al. (1997a) (19) ; b) Davies et al. (1987) (8); c) Lucey et al. (1991b) (28); g) Faber et al. (1989) (7); i) Dressler (1987) (17) . Although these measurements were taken using somewhat different apertures (a used 2 × 6 arcsec apertures, c used 2 × 5.8 arcsec ones, i lists data corrected to 2 × 4 arcsec ones, b and g used 4 × 4 arcsec ones (LCO measurements); only one velocity dispersion in the present sample (for the galaxy 160070) was measured in a 1.5 × 4 arcsec aperture (Lick data)), they were shown to be in good relative agreement (Lucey et al. 1991b; Scodeggio 1997) , with the exception of the measurements presented by Dressler (1987; see Davies et al. 1987, and Lucey et al. 1991b) . To compensate for the measured offset in the velocity dispersion scale of the Dressler (1987) observations, we have applied to them a correction of 0.016 dex . The uncertainties associated to the velocity dispersion measurements are quoted individually in refs a and c. They are quoted 14 and 9 per cent, respectively, for the Lick and for the remaining observations in refs b and g. They are quoted 10 per cent in ref i. Columns 7-9 : B band parameters: log Re with error, µe with error, and reference. The references are: e: Saglia et al. (1993a) (29); h: Burstein et al. (1987) (1); g: Faber et al. (1989) (9), m: Prugniel & Simien, (1996) (3). The photometric parameters were derived by Saglia et al. (1993a) by fitting r 1/4 laws to the radial photometric profile derived from 2-D data. The µe are corrected for cosmological effects and for Galactic absorption. Both Re and µe are corrected for seeing. Burstein et al. (1987) and Faber et al. (1989) derived effective circular diameters (Ae) and µe from a combination of photoelectric and CCD measurements. These data are corrected for cosmological effects and for Galactic absorption, but are not corrected for seeing. The uncertainties quoted by Saglia et al. (1993a) are 0.1 and 0.05 respectively on µe and log Re. Burstein et al. (1987) and Faber et al. (1989) quote the uncertainties according to four quality-classes of their observations. The data from Prugniel & Simien, (1996) are corrected for cosmological effects and for Galactic absorption, but are not corrected for seeing. These authors give total magnitudes and µe. log Re is derived using mT =µe -2.0 -5log re laws to the radial photometric profile derived from 2-D data. The µe are corrected for cosmological effects, and for Galactic absorption. Both µe and Re are corrected for seeing according to the prescriptions of Saglia et al. (1993b) . The uncertainties on µe and Re are quoted by Jorgensen et al. (1995) for each individual galaxy. Columns 16-18 : Same as cols. 7-9 for I band. Measurements are taken from a: Scodeggio et al. (1997a Scodeggio et al. ( , 1998a . The photometric parameters µe and Re were derived by fitting r 1/4 laws to the radial photometric profile derived from 2-D data. The µe are corrected for cosmological effects, and for Galactic absorption. Both µe and Re are corrected for seeing according to the prescriptions of Saglia et al. (1993b) . The uncertainties on µe and Re are given by the authors for each individual galaxy. Columns 19-21 : Same as cols. 7-9 for K band. Measurements are taken from Mobasher et al. (1997) (29) . The photometric parameters µe and Re were derived on the integrated profiles (growth curves). Their re is the radius that contains half of the asymptotic magnitude and µe is the mean surface brightness within that radius. µe is corrected for cosmological effects, and for Galactic absorption. No seeing corrections were applied, but the observations were carried out in 1 arcsec seeing conditions and the corrections were estimated < ∼ 0.01 dex by the authors. The authors quote that the uncertainties on µe and log Re are 0.03 mag and 0.02 dex respectively.
The photometric parameters that enter in the FP determination (µe and Re) obtained at the various wavelengths are plotted for comparison in Fig. 2a and b against the H band values. There is a general agreement between the various sets of measurements, except for the K band data, and for a few galaxies marked in the figures. The larger scatter shown by the comparison between the H band and the B, V, and r band data, with respect to the comparison between the H band and the I band data, is mainly due to different fitting techniques adopted in the case of galaxies that do not follow the r 1/4 relation at all radii (see Scodeggio et al. 1998a ). The K band data have a markedly different distribution from those at any other band: both µe and Re span half the range covered by the remaining measurements. When combined they produce a K band FP that extends considerably less than in other bands (see Fig. 5 ), and with a slope significantly different from the one derived by other authors at similar wavelengths (e.g. Pahre & Djorgovski 1997) . The reason for this disagreement is unclear. The good correlation observed among the parameters derived at all other bands shows that strong colours gradients within the galaxies are to be excluded. Thus the discrepancy is probably a spurious result, that might derive from the fact that the method used by Mobasher et al. (1997) to determine the K band photometric parameters differs from that used in other bands (see above). In fact these parameters were derived from the integral growth curves, instead of from the surface brightness profiles. Further support to this conclusion is given by the presence of simultaneous discrepancies in µe and re: the galaxies with large re appear to be both too bright and too small in the K band data. Due to the known anti-correlation between µe and re (depending on the details of the light profile, a small re coupled with a bright µe or a larger re with a fainter µe produce similarly acceptable fits), however, individual discrepancies on re or µe do not necessarily reflect in large deviations on the FP. This is shown in Fig. 2c , where the values measured in different photometric bands for the combination of µe and re that enters in the FP are compared. The good correlation between the H band data and those in all other bands, including K, is clearly visible.
THE FP RELATION IN DIFFERENT PHOTOMETRIC BANDS

Fitting the FP parameters
Finding the best-fit FP parameters is a non trivial statistical exercise. The fitting algorithm must minimize the 'distance' of a set of points (x,y,z) with associated uncertainties (ǫx, ǫy, ǫz) from a plane z = a + bx + cy , taking into account that the uncertainties are not statistically independent quantities. Here we fit the FP by minimizing the weighted sum of the orthogonal distances of the data points from the plane. This is a generalization to 3 dimensions of the maximum likelihood method of Press et al. (1992) (their "fitexy" routine), with a modification introduced to take into account the high degree of covariance shown by the uncertainties on the determination of log Re and µe (see Scodeggio 1997, and Scodeggio et al. 1998b for details). Uncertainties on the FP parameters are determined using the statistical jackknife: N sub-samples, each one composed of N-1 data-points, are extracted from the original sample of N data-points, rejecting in turn one of the data-points. The distribution of a certain statistical parameter among those N sub-samples is then used to estimate the uncertainty in the value of that same parameter, without having to assume an a-priori statistical distribution for the parent population of the data-set under examination (see for example Tukey 1958, and Efron 1987) .
Completeness corrections
The heterogeneous nature of the photometric samples used in this work results into FP samples that have significantly different completeness. This fact must be taken into account, before a meaningful comparison of the FP parameters obtained at different photometric bands can be made. Cluster samples used for the determination of distance-indicator relations like the FP or the Tully-Fisher relation suffer from an important statistical bias, usually called cluster population incompleteness bias (Teerikorpi 1987 (Teerikorpi , 1990 . Because of the systematic lack of faint cluster members in a realistic sample, a bias is introduced in the determination of the relation parameters: the 'slope' and the scatter of the relation are underestimated, and, as a consequence, the relation zeropoint is overestimated (see Sandage 1994a, b for a detailed analysis of this effects). The amount of bias introduced is clearly dependent on the degree of completeness of the sample. Since here we are interested in the relative values of the FP parameters in different photometric bands, one solution to the completeness problem would be to limit our analysis to a subset of objects that have photometric observations at all bands, so that the sample completeness would be the same at all bands. This approach would however reduce significantly the size of the available samples, and therefore significantly increase the uncertainty in the determination of the FP parameters. For this reason we prefer to use the full sample at all bands, and correct the FP parameters for the effects of sample incompleteness.
The estimate of the sample completeness is obtained as follows: we first model the B band luminosity function (LF) of (giant) early-type galaxies as a Gaussian (Sandage et al. 1985) . The peak of the Gaussian is assumed to be at B peak = 16.75, which corresponds to B peak = 13.0 derived by Sandage at al. (1985) in Virgo, assuming a differential distance modulus (Coma-Virgo) of 3.75 mag (see, for example, the recent compilation by D 'Onofrio et al. 1997) . The width of the Gaussian that better fits our total sample of CGCG galaxies is however significantly lower than the Sandage et al. value, as shown in Fig. 3 . We find σ = 1.1, in good agreement with Scodeggio et al. (1997b) , who determined the LF of early-type galaxies using a composite sample of galaxies from 3 different clusters, and also in agreement with the determination of the bright end of the Coma cluster LF obtained by Thompson & Gregory (1993) , and by Biviano et al. (1995) . We then assume that this LF provides a good description of the early-type galaxies LF at all bands. This is equivalent to assuming a constant color term to perform the transformation from B to VrIHK, neglecting the small differences introduced by the color-magnitude relation. This approximation is justified here, since it does introduce only negligible effects in the computation of the FP completeness corrections. The solid histograms in Fig. 3 give the B mag distribution of galaxies that enter in the FP study, binned in 0.4 mag intervals, for the samples that have available σ measurements, and Re and µe measurements in the BVrIHK bands, respectively. The dashed-line histogram is the total CGCG sample, and the dot-dashed line is the best fitting Gaussian LF. The ratio of the number of galaxies in the FP sample to that expected from the Gaussian LF in the same bin gives the sample completeness as a function of B mag (see histograms in Fig. 3) . Finally, the characteristic magnitude B compl and cut-off slope are obtained fitting a Fermi-Dirac function to the completeness distribution in the 6 observed bands (solid line curves in Fig. 4) . The FermiDirac parameters so derived are listed in Tab. 4.
More than one analytical treatment has been presented on the derivation of sample incompleteness bias corrections for distance-indicator relations (see Willick 1994 , Sandage 1994a Sandage e al. 1995) . Magnitudes however enter only indirectly into the FP diagram, via the L-Re, L-σ and L-µe relations. The systematic lack of fainter galaxies, at any given σ or µe, reflects only marginally into a lack of small Re objects. It is thus impossible to convert directly the magnitude completeness of a sample into a Re, σ or µe completeness. Moreover, all the analytical treatments assume that one is dealing with strictly magnitude limited samples, which is almost never the case, and certainly it is not with our samples. For these two reasons we then use Monte Carlo simulations to derive incompleteness corrections. This technique was pioneered by for Tully-Fisher work, and applied to the FP by Scodeggio et al. (1997a) .
The simulations are used to reproduce the observed relations between the galaxy luminosity and the parameters Re, µe, and σ, and the relation between Re and µe (Kormendy 1977) . By then selectively removing from the simulations the fainter galaxies, it is possible to reproduce the effect of luminosity incompleteness on the FP parameters (see Scodeggio 1997 for details). Because of the lack of low luminosity objects, Re is on the average overestimated in incomplete samples, except at the bright end of the sample. This results in a shallower slope of the FP compared with the corrected slope. Here the corrections were determined using an iterative procedure, where the simulation input parameters, representing the 'true' FP relation that would be observed with a complete sample, were adjusted until the output of the simulation, given certain completeness parameters, reproduced the observed FP relation, as obtained with the incomplete sample. At this point, the input parameters were taken to be those of the correct FP relation.
Results
The FP relation at different wavelengths was derived using the samples listed in Table 2 and 3, and the fitting method described in section 5.1. A 2.5 σ clipping criterion was applied during the fitting procedure: after a first fit was obtained, objects that deviated from the best-fit plane by more than 2.5 times the measured dispersion were removed from the sample, and a second fit was obtained. No second iteration of this procedure was necessary. The resulting FP parameters are listed in Tab. 5 together with the number of galaxies used in the fit. An edge-on view of the FP in the various bands is given in Fig. 5 (left panels) , where the solid line represents the projection of the best-fit relation. A clear trend in the value of the log σ coefficient with wavelength is present, but this could be partly due to the varying degree of completeness of the samples used in the fit, with the I, and H band samples being significantly more complete than the B, V, and r band ones. The parameters listed in Tab. 5, together with the completeness parameters listed in Tab. 4, were used in the Monte Carlo simulations to derive completeness-corrected FP relations at the various wavelengths. The parameters for these corrected relations are given in Tab. 6. Statistical uncertainties on these parameters were obtained adding the uncertainties from the original fits, listed in Tab. 5, to the statistical uncertainties with which the simulations reproduce those fits. Also, these new, completeness-corrected FP relations are shown in the right panels of Fig. 5 (note that the data-points plotted are still the same as in the left panels). The completeness corrections increase the σ coefficients by about 0.2 on average, while the µe coefficients are very little changed. The exact magnitude of the correction depends on the sample completeness, but also on the slope of the Re − µe relation. This slope changes from approx. 0.33 in B and V, to 0.28 in I, to approx. 0.22 in H and K, reflecting the presence of a well defined color-magnitude relation among early-type galaxies. As a result, samples characterized by similar completeness can have significantly different corrections (compare, for example, the V and r band samples).
For the K band sample we compute two different completeness corrections. The first one is based on the results of the fit to the incomplete sample. We have noticed, however, how the K band photometric data span a reduced dynamic range with respect to data in all other bands (see section 4). This might be the reason for the somewhat discrepant µe coefficient that we obtain for the K band FP relation: while in all other bands the value of this coefficient is around 0.34, in agreement also with most of the results presented in the literature, in K band we obtain a value of 0.40. Thus we compute a second completeness correction for the K band FP, forcing the µe coefficient in the simulations to assume a value of 0.34. This results in a slightly larger correction to the log σ coefficient, that becomes 1.77 instead of the 1.70 derived from the first, normal correction. A larger K band data-set is required to understand the origin of the discrepancy present in the current sample.
After the application of the completeness corrections, the wavelength dependence of the FP tilt is still visible, although the smooth monotonic trend observed before the corrections were applied has somewhat disappeared. If we parameterize the FP tilt in terms of a change of the M/L ratio of early-type galaxies, M/L ∼ L β , as customary, we can obtain the wavelength dependence of the parameter β, which is shown in Fig. 6 . We remark that systematic uncertainties introduced by the adopted FP fitting technique result in an uncertainty on the absolute zero-point of the vertical scale in this plot. The scale itself is instead a lot more secure, due to the homogeneous treatment of the various data-sets.
Correlation of the FP residuals
The FP residuals in the various bands, measured as the deviation of the individual log Re values from the best fitting FP relation, are plotted in Fig. 7 against the H band residuals. A high degree of correlation is clearly visible, with only few objects showing a different behavior at different wavelengths. Since the photometric measurements in different bands are entirely independent, the observed correlations can hardly be explained by photometric errors. This confirms the conclusion that photometric errors contribute a negligible fraction of the observed FP scatter (e.g. Jorgensen et al. 1996 , Scodeggio 1997 . Other measurement errors that could produce the correlations seen in Fig. 7 include errors on σ, erroneous assumptions on the distance of individual galaxies, or systematic deviations from the de Vaucouleurs r 1/4 profile used in the determination of re and µe. Distance errors can be easily excluded, as the range in log Re residuals would correspond to a 'depth' of the sample of approximately 7000 km s −1 , comparable to the distance to the Coma cluster itself. Systematic deviations from the r 1/4 profile have been identified (Caon et al. 1993 , Graham et al. 1996 , but the use of a more general light profile model to derive re and µe does not result into a reduced scatter in the FP relation (Graham & Colless 1997b) . Therefore it does not appear likely that this broken structural homology might be at the origin of the scatter in the FP. Velocity dispersion measurement errors are known to provide a significant contribution to the observed FP scatter, but this contribution is somewhat smaller than that of the intrinsic scatter (i.e. the scatter not accounted for by measurement uncertainties), which is estimated to be approximately 15 per cent (e.g. Jorgensen et al. 1996 , Scodeggio 1997 . If this conclusion is correct, then differences in the intrinsic galaxy properties must be at the origin of the FP scatter.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
We have shown that the tilt of the FP relation changes with wavelength, decreasing significantly as we go from the B to the K photometric band. This trend is visible both before and after completeness corrections are applied to the parameters of the FP, and it is certainly not an artifact introduced by those corrections. Their effect on the measured FP tilt is not negligible, however, and should not be ignored when discussing the amplitude of the tilt, and its possible origins. On average, the result of these corrections is to increase the log σ coefficient in the FP by 0.2, while leaving the µe coefficient unchanged. Thus a net decrease of the tilt is produced.
The absolute value of the tilt is still somewhat uncertain, though, because of persisting uncertainties on the fitting technique that should be used to derive the FP parameters. We have found differences in the log σ coefficient between 0.03 and 0.22, depending on the sample used, when using two different algorithms to fit the FP relation (the one described in section 5.1, and the one used by Scodeggio et al. (1997a) , based on the average of the three linear fits that can be obtained considering in turn one parameter of the FP as the dependent variable, and the remaining two as the independent ones). It seems however unlikely that the tilt could be made to disappear just adopting a different fitting procedure, since the one used here appears to produce the steepest FP template among those presented in the literature, and still the minimum tilt observed at K band is significantly different from zero. We therefore conclude that a complete explanation of the tilt cannot be obtained without invoking some contribution from broken homology or stellar population effects. This is in agreement with previous results obtained by Pahre & Djorgovski (1997) , and by Mobasher et al. (1997) , although the net value we obtain for the tilt at all bands is significantly smaller than the one found in those two studies.
Two practical recipes for taking into account possible structural and dynamical non-homology have been presented by Graham & Colless (1997a) , and by Busarello et al. (1997) . The first is based on the use of a more general Sersic r 1/n profile (Sersic 1968), instead of the commonly used de Vaucouleurs r 1/4 one, to describe the light distribution of elliptical galaxies, and on the computation of a global velocity dispersion from the observed central one. The second considers only dynamical non-homology, and is based on the computation of a global 'velocity', derived taking into account the total kinetic energy (rotation plus velocity dispersion) of a galaxy. The application of both methods to real FP data-sets resulted in a reduction of the observed FP tilt, the most significant one obtained when the galaxy specific kinetic energy is considered instead of the central velocity dispersion (see Busarello et al. 1997 ). Since only the latter quantity is available for most of the galaxies in our sample, it is impossible to apply this method here with sufficient accuracy. However, given the magnitude of the tilt reduction discussed by Busarello et al., it is likely that a fully corrected K band FP relation would result to have zero tilt. This would be in agreement with results obtained using stellar population synthesis models (Worthey 1994 , Buzzoni 1995 , Worthey, Trager & Faber 1996 that predict elliptical galaxies to have a constant M/L ratio at K band.
Assuming this to be the case, the wavelength dependence of the FP tilt finds a simple explanation in terms of one well known property of elliptical galaxies, namely the fact that they populate a well defined color-magnitude (CM) relation. If M/L is constant at K band, then it must be a function of the galaxy luminosity at a different band, to produce the CM relation. In particular, the slope of the CM relation defines the power index of the luminosity dependence of M/L. We have taken the V-K vs. V CM relations of Bower et al. (1992) , and of Mobasher et al. (1997) , to derive the expected M/L ∼ L β relation in V band. These authors find a slope of 0.082 and 0.12, respectively, for the CM relation of Virgo and Coma E and S0 galaxies. Considering the average of these two values, we obtain an expected relation M/L ∼ LV 0.10 , to compare with the results from our FP analysis. From the tilt in the V band FP we derive M/L ∼ LV 0.19 . However, in our FP analysis, the K band FP still shows some tilt, that is equivalent to a relation M/L ∼ LV
0.08
(or M/L ∼ LV 0.06 if we were to consider the modified completeness correction discussed in section 5.3). If we assume that broken homology corrections erase the K band FP tilt, and take advantage of the fact that these corrections should be wavelength-independent, then we can derive the V band power index as the difference between the observed V and K band indices, for a value of 0.11 (0.13 in the case of the modified completeness corrections to the K band FP). The good agreement between the slopes of the M/L ∼ LV β relation derived from the CM and the FP relation indicates that the wavelength dependence of the FP tilt is a manifestation of the CM relation, seen through the effective surface brightness instead of through total magnitudes. This should not be surprising, given the fact that the effective radius is approximately independent of wavelength. Therefore systematic changes in magnitude, at fixed Re, must directly correspond to changes in µe. Any mechanism that could explain the CM relation, like the presence of a mass-metal content relation for early-type galaxies (Arimoto & Yoshii 1987) , will then explain also the presence of a wavelength dependent tilt in the FP, without requiring extreme variations in the age or metal content of early-type galaxies of the kind considered by Pahre & Djorgovski (1997) . This result is in good agreement with the findings of Mobasher et al. (1997) , obtained comparing the tilt of the FP relation at V and K band.
An obvious future extension of the present work is along the line traced by Burstein et al. (1997) , who determined the properties of the "generalized" B band FP for a large number of gravitationally bound systems, spanning from globular clusters to groups and clusters of galaxies. As already pointed out by these authors, the use of the B band to compare the properties of early-and late-type galaxies has important limitations, and one would like to view the properties of these stellar systems in redder passbands less affected by dust and recent star formation. With the completion of the H band survey of early-type galaxies in the Coma Su-percluster (of which the observations reported here are a subset), we are now in the position of accomplishing such a task, having obtained H band imaging observations for 950 galaxies in the direction of the Coma and Virgo clusters. Although spectroscopic observations (including velocity dispersion and HI or Hα rotation measurements) are available for little over 50 per cent of these galaxies, there will be enough material for attempting a multi-wavelength study of the generalized FP plane of early-and late-type galaxies.
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